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In the Matter of the
Nebra s ka Publ- i c Se rvi ce
Commission, on its own
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revisions to its reporting
requirements.

Entered: October 29 , 2019

BY THE COMMISSION:

O P I N I ON AN D F I N D I N G S

The Commission, on an annual basis, has gi-ven the staf f
author tzat ion to di sburse Nebras ka Universal Service Fund
(NUSF) support to qualifying Nebraska eliglble
telecommunications carriers (NETCs) pursuant to methodofogy set
in place by the Commission. On January 29,2079, in the above-
captioned docket, the Commission gave author :-Zation to the
staff to make disbursements in an amount up to $29,161,992.00
in hiqh-cost wirel j-ne support.

Due to a change i-n NUSE remittance receipts during 2079,
the amount of support made available for high-cost distribution
has been increased. The increase has been applied evenly across
both price cap and rate-of-return budgets.

For the calendar year of 20L9, the Commission hereby
authorizes its staff to pay up to $38,767,992.00 in high-cost
wireline support pursuant to the model- adopted by the Commission
in NUSF-26 as modj-fied by subsequent orders issued in NUSF-5O
on December 19, 2006 and NUSF-108. The revised 20i9 high-cost
support distribution is avail-able on the Commission's website
at http : / /www .psc. nebraska. gov.

ChaTTenge Process for Calenda.r Year 2020 Dete:rzrrination

Consistent with the findings in NUSF-108, Progression
Order No. 3, the Commission directs the staff to release the
initial l-ist of census blocks to commence the challenge process
for the determination of 2020 high-cost support. The staff shaIl
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post the list of census blocks on the Commission website on or
before November \, 2079 . AII challenges must be filed with the
Commission on or before 5:00 p.m. centraL time on December 71,
20l-9 .

Challenges must include the specific list of bl-ocks being
challenged and the basis for which the challenge is being
offered. Examples of such grounds may incl-ude, but are not
Iimited to, the fotlowing: 1 ) blocks that. are served at 25 / 3
by the incumbent provider,' 2) blocks that are served by a

competitive wireline provider at 25/3 or greater which offers
voice service; 3 ) blocks that are incorrectly identified as
being served at 25 / 3, and should be eligible for buildout
support; or 4) A-CAM eligible locations that have been built
to 25 / 3 during the cal-endar year 2019 , but not yet report ed to
the HUBB. Interested parties filing challenges to the staff' s

initial list of census blocks must file an electronic copy as
well as a paper copy with the Commission on or before the
deadline set forth above. Electronic copies may be sent to
CuIlen. R.obbinsGnebr:as ka . gov and Brandy . Zt.erot tGnebras ka . gov .

fn addition, copies of challenges must be served on any other
carrier(s) whose census blocks may be affected by the challenge.

Unless otherwise subsequently determined, the Commission
plans to release the vetted list of census blocks on or around
January 74, 2020, along with an updated high-cost budget for
cal-endar year 2020.

OPDER

IT IS THEREEORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the staff be authorized to make revised high-
cost program disbursements for calendar year 2019 as described
above.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED thAt
challenges to the staff's Iist of
efectronic copy as well- as a paper
or before December ll, 2019 .

interested parties filing
census blocks must fil-e an
copy with the Commission on



SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Appl-ication No. NUSF-108
Progression Order No. 3

Page 4

ENTERED AND MADE EEEECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska this 29th
day of October, 2019.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

COMMI SS IONERS CONCURRING : ?rrruq
/

ar-rCh

ATTEST:

Executive Director
4 /+v
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Commissioner Crystal Rhoades Dissenting:

I respectfully dissent from the portion of the Order which
i-ncreases NUSF support t.o price cap carriers. In particular,
Windstream has been using NUSF support to deploy broadband using
a fixed wireless service instead of building out fiber further
into their networks. I bel j-eve a better use of support would
be for the deployment of fiber. Customers have stated repeatedly
to the Commission that they do not want fixed wireless and
fixed wj.reless has not demonstrated an ability to offer service
comparable to fiber based broadband. Additionally , f ixed
wireless has not demonstrated that it is a l-ess expensive
alternative to fiber. Fiber has a substantially longer life and
is far more reliable and doesn't need to be replaced or upgraded
at the same rate as fixed wireless technology. As of today the
price cap carriers have 16.1 million in allocated and unused
support available to them for deployment. That is in addition
to 28 million is support already allocated to the price cap
carriers for projects that are in progress. Moreover, I do not
believe Centurylink is making a robust effort in Valentine even
though the Commission has committed $15 million i-n support for
that exchange. Finally, the Nebraska Universal Service Fund has
other program areas and the budgets for those programs have not
increased in decades. Those programs include Nebraska Telephone
Assistance Program, Telehealth, and rural cellular deployment.
AII three of those programs provide services to rural Nebraskans
and the Commission should be looking t.o use the additional
collections to fund those programs as welI as the high cost
fund. For these reasons, I would vote to keep the price cap
carrier budget the same until such time they use their current
al-locations, complete pro j ects in progress, and commit to
providing robust services the taxpayers are funding.

%nr/'
Co ssioner Crystal Rhoades

/


